
      

'Superdialects' On Twitter
Might Be Voicing Your
Cultural History
The words you use on social media today paint a history of

language that's centuries-old.

By Neel V. Patel  Posted 08.08.2014 at 9:55 am  
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Geographic distribution of Spanish dialects, based on the different

words Spanish-speakers use for terms like "computer" and "car."

Courtesy the researchers

Dialects say much more than where a person is from. They are also rife

with information that can reveal a whole history behind a person's culture. A

new study suggests your own cultural history might be talking through your

tweets and other social media posts.

Linguistics researchers from France and Spain collected all tweets written

in Spanish over the last two years – around 50 million in total. Each tweet's

dialect was determined through word variations that are specific to certain

regional dialects. For example, the word car in Spanish can be auto,

automóvil, carro, coche, concho, or movi; each is more common in certain

dialects than others.

Reserachers geographically mapped the dialect distribution of the tweets,

and found a surprise. Spanish dialects can be organized in two major

groups the authors call “superdialects”. The first is predominant to major

Spanish and American cities across the world, which the authors attribute

  

  

Login/Register Newsletter Subscribe

   

Search  GO

GALLERIES /// VIDEOS /// BLOGS ///

http://www.popsci.com/category/popsci-authors/neel-v-patel
http://arxiv.org/abs/1407.7094
http://www.popsci.com/modal_forms/nojs/login?dom=PSC&loc=photogalleries&lnk=1&con=loginregister
http://preferences.bonniercorp.com/domain/popsci?dom=PSC&loc=header&lnk=newsletter
https://www.facebook.com/PopSci?dom=PSC&loc=photogalleries&lnk=1&con=I
https://twitter.com/PopSci
https://plus.google.com/112971505702976750152
http://www.popsci.com/rss-feeds?dom=PSC&loc=photogalleries&lnk=3&con=I
http://www.popsci.com/galleries?dom=PSC&loc=subnav&lnk=galleries
http://www.popsci.com/category/tags/video?dom=PSC&loc=subnav&lnk=videos
http://www.popsci.com/blog-network?dom=PSC&loc=subnav&lnk=blogs
http://www.popsci.com/?dom=PSC&loc=logo


      

ELSEWHERE ON

POPSCI.COM
What Happens To Your Body
When You Get Drunk And
Stoned At The Same Time?

Did Iapetus's Mountains Fall
From Space?

What Is Ohio State Doing

With This Insane Military
Vehicle?

Death Row Inmates' Last

Meals Signal Attitudes
Towards Sentences

Will Our First Alien Visitors
Come in Peace?

Could This Old Warplane
Really Shoot Down MH17?

FROM AROUND THE WEB

to language homogenization caused by increased globalization. The

Internet has greatly sped up this phenomenon.

But it's the other superdialect, almost exclusive to rural communities, that

has bigger implications. The authors say it reflects the settlement patterns

of Spanish immigrants hundreds of years ago, indicating how settlers to

the New World moved and established colonies. In this sense, tools like

Twitter and Facebook -- new to the 21st century -- might help illustrate

patterns in cultural history that could very well be thousands of years old.  

This certainly isn’t the first time researchers have crowdsourced data

through social media. Twitter has a knack for tracking public health

trends, and can even predict the spread of illnesses. And of course the

way social media shapes our thoughts and emotions is a field of study

itself (even over the objections of many).

[MIT Technology Review]
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